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some types of work he is undoubtedly not suited. Of
course, he was but fourteen when we saw him and was
in need of further education, but here, too, the problem
arises as to the methods and subjects by which he would
profit most. No doubt, it would require much ingenuity
to plan in detail a course of study for this boy, but, on
the other hand, it would be quite worth while, both for
him and for any educator who wished to learn more con-
cerning some intricate, but very practical problems of
pedagogy.

Other Disabilities: The above presentation does not
include all possible mental disabilities, partly because in
the present state of limited knowledge this can not be
done. Among school subjects has been omitted the
group of informational studies, such as history and geog-
raphy, because it is evident that the mental traits in-
volved in learning these subjects are those that have
already been considered.

Some mental processes have already been discussed in
connection with the more complex activities in which
they are elements. Thus, in presenting defects in number
work, as well as defects in reading, I have noted poor
powers of auditory perceptions, defective auditory mem-
ory, especially for numbers, defective visual memory,
extreme inability to form arbitrary associations, and
defects in powers of analysis and synthesis. It would be
just as logical, though probably not as helpful, to have
discussed these processes just here, but certainly there is
no need to retrace the same ground. Certain mental func-
tions not yet enumerated must be mentioned, however.

First, in regard to attention. Defects in this aspect of
mental life will not be illustrated; attention is a function
of general applicability and a factor in all performance.
As already indicated earlier, in the chapter on Differ-
ential Diagnosis, poor powers of concentration and applica-